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read the prayers. This over, the Duke, stand-
ing with covered head, delivered in the King's
name one of those terse, well-considered
speeches for which he is justly famed. In
well-chosen words he acknowledged the gene-
rous aid given by the colonists in the South
African War, also the readiness with which
they placed the ships of the special Austral-
asian Squadron at his disposal for service in
China. With the sure eye of a naval man
he recognised the valuable assistance rendered
by these contingents in Chinese waters. The
Duke further expressed, in his august father's
name, an assurance that the wider powers of
a united Commonwealth would only enhance
their loyalty and devotion to the throne. " It
is his Majesty's earnest prayer," he concluded,
"that this union so happily achieved may,
under God's blessing, prove an instrument for
still further promoting the welfare and ad-
vancement of his subjects in Australia, and
for the strengthening and consolidation of his
Empire."
In close connection with the opening of the
Commonwealth Parliament, though not on
the same day, came the official hoisting of
the Union Jack. At a signal given by the
Duchess of York the flag was hoisted simul-
taneously in all parts of the Australian Fede-